
Parents Meeting - Year One 
Phonics Screening Check (PSC) 2026



Aims of today’s meeting

✓ To support you to understand how and when the 2026 phonics screening 
check will be carried out in school

✓ To identify ways in which you can help your child at home

✓ For you to ask any further questions☺



• Pupils in Year 1 throughout the country will be taking part in a phonics screening 
check during the same week in June – week commencing 8th June 2026.

• The phonics screening check (PSC) is designed to confirm whether pupils have 
learnt phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriate standard. 

• The check consists of 20 real words and 20 pseudo-words (nonsense words) that 
pupils read aloud one-to-one to a familiar adult in school.

• The test will take approximately 10 minutes per child, although all children are 
different and will complete the check at their own pace. 

Overview of the Phonics Screening Check 



• In 2025 (as with all previous years) the expected standard or the ‘pass mark’ 
has been 32 out of 40. However, this may change.

• Any pupil who doesn’t reach the pass mark will be able to complete the 
screening again in Year 2. Pupils in Year 2 will also take the check if they did not 
achieve the required result when in Year 1 or they have not taken the check 
before.

• The Headteacher should decide whether it is appropriate for each of their 
pupils to take the phonics screening check. These pupils will be disapplied. 

• Results from the check will be reported to the Local Authority, used in school to 
analyse own performance and reported to Parents in the Summer Term. 

Overview of the Phonics Screening Check 









https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/fo
r-parents/
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Practise real words and pseudo-words will be shown to your child. Pseudo-words show a 
picture of an alien on them to provide the children with a context for the pseudo word which is 
a nonsense word. Pseudo words are included because they will be new to all pupils; they do 
not favour children with a good vocabulary knowledge or visual memory of words.



These materials are examples used from a previous Phonics Screening Check. 
They give you an idea of the type of words - both real and nonsense - that 
children are expected to be able to read. 



A quick guide to alien words
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach
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Previous Years…

• Children often find the alien words difficult where a split diagraph is included, 
i.e blape.

• Alternative phonemes are included, i.e. brace, giant, ice.

• As a school we will continue to carry out ‘mock’ screening 
    checks to see which words your child was able to read and
    which words they found tricky.

• These sounds will also be part of our daily 
      phonics lessons in preparation for the PSC in June☺



Support at Home

https://collins.co.uk/pages/little-wandle-at-home
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Little Wandle Website for Parents

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents
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Thank you for listening.
Any Questions?
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