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The letters and sounds in this booklet will be taught in Reception. We will 

inform you over the year which of the letters and sounds to focus on with 

your child to support their learning in the classroom.  

Thank you for your support! 



 

The Teaching of Phonics 

Little Wandle – Letters and Sounds Revised is used to support the teaching of letters (graphemes) and sounds (phonemes) 
in a systematic way to prepare children to be ready to read.   
 
Foundations for Phonics – Tuning into Sounds 
(Nursery) 
The most important aspects of Foundations for Phonics are sharing high-quality stories and poems. Learning a range of 
nursery rhymes and action rhymes. Activities that develop focused listening and attention, including oral blending. 

  
Phase Two 
(Reception) 
Learning letters of the alphabet and one sound for each. Blending sounds together to make words. Segmenting words into 
their separate sounds. Beginning to read simple sentences. 
  
Phase Three  
(Reception)  
Learning words with double letters and longer words. Words with two or more digraphs and words ending in – ing.   
 
Phase Four 
(Reception)  
Children learn to blend and segment longer words with short vowels and adjacent consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump. 
 
Phase Five 
(Year 1) 
This is when children learn a more ‘complex code’ such as there are different ways of pronouncing graphemes they already 
know, for example the ‘i’ grapheme can look the same in words but sound different, for example fin and find. They also 
learn that the sound /ur/ can be heard in words but be written differently, for example fir and her. 
  
 



 
What do the Phonics terms mean? 
 
Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound in a word, e.g. c/a/t,  sh/o/p, t/ea/ch/er. 
 
Grapheme: A letter or group of letters representing one sound, e.g. sh, igh, t. 
 
Digraph: Two letters which together make one sound, e.g. sh, ch, ee, oa. 
 
Trigraph:  three letters which together make one sound but cannot be separated into smaller phonemes, e.g. igh as in 
light, ear as in heard. 
 
Segment: means hearing the individual phonemes within a word – for instance the word ‘crash’ consists of four phonemes: 
‘c – r – a – sh’. In order to spell this word, a child must segment it into its component phonemes and choose a grapheme 
to represent each phoneme. 
 
Blending: means merging the individual phonemes together to pronounce a word. In order to read an unfamiliar word, a 
child must recognise (‘sound out’) each grapheme, not each letter (e.g. ‘th-i-n’ not ‘t-h-i-n’), and then merge the 
phonemes together to make the word. 
 
Adjacent consonants:  two or three letters with discrete sounds, which are blended together e.g. dr, str.  

 
It is important to ‘Clip’ Phonemes:  when teaching sounds e.g.  ‘mmmm’ not ‘muh’, ‘sssssssss’ not suh. 

 

 

Support Materials:  

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised - https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


 

Programme Progression Overview 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


