
As readers and writers, we will immerse ourselves in the 
historical fiction of "Escape from Pompeii" by Christina 
Balit, focusing on key vocabulary and refining reading 
comprehension. Through explicit teaching, we will learn 
and apply new words from the texts. We will be guided to 
ask questions about unfamiliar words, ensuring a 
thorough understanding of the narrative.  

Through targeted writing missions, we will vividly 
describe Pompeii before the volcano erupted, during the 
eruption, and after the catastrophic event. Additionally, 
the children will engage in a non-fiction writing mission 
to explain a volcanic eruption. 

 

As Mathematicians, the children will: 
• develop their multiplication and division skills, 
including multiplying and dividing 2-digit numbers by 1-
digit numbers and working with remainders 
• use related facts and number patterns to support their 
calculations and explain their reasoning 
• measure accurately using metres, centimetres and 
millimetres, and convert between these units 
• compare, add and subtract lengths in practical and 
problem-solving activities 
• learn what perimeter is and measure or calculate the 
perimeter of simple and rectilinear shapes 
• apply all of these skills to solve real-life mathematical 
problems 
 

 

 

As Scientists, the children 
will learn all about light and 
how it helps us to see. We 
will explore different light 
sources, understand the 
importance of the Sun and 
investigate how light 
travels. We will look closely 
at how shadows are 
formed, test materials to 
find out whether they are 
opaque, transparent or 
translucent, and take part 
in an investigation where 
we plan, carry out and 
evaluate an experiment. 

Escape from Pompeii by 
Christina Balit. 
 

 

  

 

  



Here are the spellings for Spring 1 to practice at home.   

Please login to spelling shed and complete the assignments on a weekly basis.  

Week 1 

 

Week 2 

 

Week 3 

 

Week 4 

 

Week 5 

 

Week 6 

  

  



Geography – How do volcanoes change the world around us? 
The children will learn about the Earth’s layers, why volcanoes erupt, and where they are found on a 
world map. They will explore how volcanoes affect people and places and study the eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius and Pompeii. Through practical activities, models and mapwork, the children will 
develop their geographical skills. 

Art  – As Artists, we will explore the work of Cynthia St Charles. We will practice sketching various 
fossils using different types of pencils. We will then develop our printing skills, creating our own 
printing plate and experimenting with printing – rotating, repeating and overlapping.  
 
Computing –  The children will explore the concept of sequencing in programming through Scratch. It 
begins with an introduction to the programming environment, which will be new to most learners. 

French  – In French, we will continue to practice our conversational French. We will learn how to talk 
about our family members and extend our counting skills, learning to count to 20.  
 
P.E – Dance 
The children will develop control, coordination and rhythm in their movements, using space safely 
and creatively to build simple dance sequences. They will also learn to respond to music, work with 
others, and express ideas through confident, purposeful movement. 
 
R.E – How do the ‘Five Pillars’ help Muslims to live a good life 
In RE, we are learning about how the Five Pillars of Islam guide Muslims to live a good life. Children 
will explore how these practices encourage faith, kindness, self-discipline, and a sense of 
community. 
 
 
 

PHSE & E Safety 
This half-term, our SCARF unit focuses on Keeping Safe. Children will learn how to make safe choices in 
different situations, both online and offline. They will explore topics such as identifying trusted adults, 
understanding personal boundaries, and recognising safe and unsafe behaviours. The lessons aim to build 
confidence and decision-making skills so that children know how to seek help and stay safe in everyday life. 

The children have PE 
on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

 

Magna Science Adventure Centre  - Thursday 12th 
February  

  

 


